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By Caron

Over the past two weeks families from
Matamata, Cambridge and Morrinsville had
the opportunity to host Japanese students
from Ikubunkan School in Tokyo. The 58 stu-
dents were thrilled to have the opportunity to
experience rural New Zealand to both en-
hance their understanding of the English lan-
guage, and experience our culture and
lifestyle.

Matamata College Homestay Coordinator,
Denise Williams, was extremely appreciative
of the support shown by local families and
says feedback has been terrific. “It was lovely
to read the students feedback forms and find
they had thoroughly enjoyed their time here”
she says. “Many of our families took the op-
portunity of introducing new experiences to
the Japanese students such as beach visits, na-
ture walks and even milking cows. For many
of us as New Zealanders, it’s easy to take for
granted the beauty, simplicity and more laid
back type of lifestyle we were born into - es-
pecially in comparison to the hectic and heav-
ily populated environment they come from.”

From a host family point of view too, host-
ing the international students is an opportu-
nity to appreciate the differences between the
two countries. “We were told to treat the stu-
dents as we would members of our own fam-
ily” said one host, “and it was interesting to

see them delighted at some of what we con-
sider the small things. Taking photos of their
evening meal for example, initially seemed a
little odd but when they explained how dif-
ferent their diet was – I guess in a similar sit-
uation, we would be inclined to do the same!”

As well as being part of a local family for
almost two weeks, Japanese students were
delighted that a few sightseeing days had
been incorporated into their itinerary. “Hob-
biton was very special” said Kaigo Suzuki.
“After seeing the movie it didn’t seem real
walking the land where it was filmed – and
was an experience I will always treasure.”
They also enjoyed a tour through Tatua Dairy
factory, had the opportunity of souvenir
shopping, and a good look around the com-
munity. “Everything was very nice” said
Kaigo, “and not crowded like it is at home.
People everywhere were so friendly and al-
ways smiling!”

With short term school visits scheduled a
couple of times per year, Denise is always
happy to hear from locals who would like to
host an international student. “Of course we
also have students from a variety of countries
that come to New Zealand for half or full year
education so whether its short or long term,
if hosting is something you have considered,
feel free to contact me for further informa-
tion.” Denise can be contacted at homes-
tay@matamatacollege.school.nz.

Japanese excited by rural
New Zealand

It may have been just two weeks but many of the
Ikubunkan School students from Tokyo, Japan,
formed new friendships and were very sad to say
goodbye to their Matamata families.

Boarded and ready to return home, students are
pictured farewelling Matamata College, their host
families and their rural New Zealand experience.
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0% INTEREST
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DEPOSIT IN 12 MONTHS IN 24 MONTHS

Power away on a new Suzuki KingQuad for 1/3 deposit and
you’ll pay no interest at all on the balance! Then simply
pay a third in 12 months time, and the final 1/3 another 12
months later. THAT’S A FULL 24 MONTHS TO PAY! You
could even use your old bike as a trade in. Offer available
1 August to 30 September 2014, or while stocks last.
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