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THE HISTORY OF IKUBUNKAN
 Ikubunkan was founded in 1889 by the first headmaster, Ichiro Tanahashi who 

believed, “With the same perfunctory education all students will become alike”. 

From this sense of crisis, Ikubunkan was built to train spartan and capable 

members of society who are sparkling with spirit. The school was founded on the 

philosophy of training students to have an independent spirit and mind; a 

philosophy that still continues today.

TURNING POINTS

 Taking the reconstruction of the school buildings in 2010 as an opportunity, Ikubunkan became a coeducational school to offer Dream 

Education for girls too. The present society has no distinctions between men and women, and there is also no distinction of men and 

women in Dream Education.

 In 1993, Ikubunkan International High school opened, and in 2006, the name was changed to Ikubunkan Global High school. Our school’s 

basic policy is “guidance counseling particular to the realization of student’s dreams”. The students find their dreams, and build themselves 

up through the 3 years. In the 1st grade, the students study practical English, and learn about their own country and manners so that they 

won’t disgrace themselves overseas; the teachers strictly enforce the school rules and assist the students with their studies. In the 2nd 

grade, all students study abroad for a year in either New Zealand or Canada. By attending different schools, they each experience loneliness. 

However, this gives them the opportunity for self-reflection and in this way the students become independent. In the 3rd grade, they 

prepare themselves to enter society with the skills they gained in the previous 2 years as their weapon. When students enter IGHS, their 

scholastic ability is not always high, but when they graduate, they go to universities that otherwise may have been impossible to enter 2 

years earlier. Students also take English qualification exams like TOEFL and IELTS. Our goal is not only to educate students who can speak 

English and communicate when they enter society; considering the contents of their words are equally important. We are aiming to educate 

students to acquire the ability to create new ideas, and transmit them.

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
 Ikubunkan Dream School is a school that exists only for each one of the students’ happiness. There is happiness in being appreciated by 

others and growing as a person in the process of: having a great dream, setting a date for that dream, and continuing to make efforts in 

order to make that dream come true. Also, in that process, our school is aiming to improve the student’s vitality, consciousness towards 

society, scholastic ability, and personality so that they can flourish in a global society. This “Dream Education” curriculum has been put in 

place so that students will go out into the world with great dreams in their hearts.

CHAIRMAN
 Miki Watanabe, the chairman of Ikubunkan is the 

founder and representative director of Watami 

Corporation and works actively in various areas of 

business, such as agriculture and restaurants. Also, 

he is currently a member of the House of Councilors 

in Japan. After becoming the chairman of Ikubunkan 

in 2003, he holds lectures about his life, society, and 

international problems several times a year and 

cherishes the time he spends with the students.
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Ikubunkan Dream School’s SEVEN PROMISES
Travel your own journey through life as a hero with the
 pride of being an Ikubunkan student, with your dreams 
and hopes for the future.

1.  Greet people in a cheerful and friendly manner.
2.  Be as good as your words. Never tell a lie.
3.  Be grateful for what you have.
4.  Continue to make great efforts in order to make 
　  your dreams come true.
5.  Judge from not pros and cons, but good and evil.
6.  Share happiness and sadness with others.
7.  Achieve the goal that you believe is right.

Ichiro Tanahashi
(1862 - 1942)

Miki Watanabe

 For people who…

 ・don’t know about Ikubunkan 
   Global High School

 ・have an interest in Japan

                    AND

 ・want to visit Japan

 ・have an interest in Japan’s 
   education system

 AVAILABLE FOR EVERYONE

【Email Address】webmaster@ikubunkan.ed.jp

【Phone Number】+81-3-3828-2206 【Website】 http://www.ikubunkan.ed.jp/
【Address】 2-19-1, Mukogaoka, Bunkyoku, Tokyo, 1130023Contact us!



STUDENT INTERVIEWSSTUDENT INTERVIEWS

TEACHER INTERVIEWSTEACHER INTERVIEWS

1st period (8:40~9:30) 2nd (9:40~10:30) 3rd (10:45~11:35) 4th (11:45~12:35) 5th (13:15~14:05) 6th (14:15~15:05) 7th (15:15~16:05)

NIE English
Comprehension

English
Grammar Martial Arts Lunch Japanese English Writing Seminar

October

How is this school different from other schools ?
 I think that the teachers are special. In general, teachers try hard to regulate their students. However, IGHS’s teachers give us 

the freedom to organize any activities we want. They keep a close eye on us, without intervening too much. 

Why did you enter this school ?
 When I was in Junior High, I went to study abroad for 7 weeks, which was really fun, and I thought I have to use IGHS as a 

means to pursue my dream. Also, I heard the students are very busy, and I thought a busy and fulfilling time is better than 

spending time staying in my comfort zone.

A NORMAL DAYA NORMAL DAY

G1  Oya Kentaro

Why did you decide to go abroad in such a strict environment that the school structured ?
 I didn’t want to spend another boring 3 years like I did in junior high school and I wanted to learn in a different environment. 

How would you describe this school ?
 This school has a lot of rules and is strict compared to other schools. The quality of work required is high so we are very busy 

at all times. However, we realize that all of the difficulties we face have a meaning after we come back from studying abroad. 

It is a unique school but we are able to acquire skills that are needed to succeed in society. Every teacher cares about all the 

students and makes it possible for us to do what we want to do.G3  Akari Yamazaki

How are you able to utilize the skills and lessons you learnt in IGHS after graduating ?
 I learnt the importance of having a dream or goal from my teachers and fellow students in IGHS. Students were always motivated 

to achieve their own goal. I came to think about myself more deeply and could find what I wanted to do. We have more freedom 

in university than high school, so we can easily waste time, but thanks to the IGHS style of education and the supportive teachers, 

my time at university is truly meaningful. 

What was the biggest change in you after 3 years of high school ? 
 I definitely got stronger. When I at times faced difficulties abroad, I thought no one understood me, but soon I realized how the 

people around me (host family, friends) cared about me. Every time I got over challenges, I could feel that I had grown up. 

I realized that my efforts would not betray me so I could keep trying hard.

Graduate
Geiou Kou

Vice-principal
Mr. Tsuchiya

Teacher of Japanese
Mr. Kohama

Teacher of English
Mr. Gen

What is the point of studying abroad for a year ?
 To make students independent. If students study abroad for less than a year, it would end up as no more than a fun or bad 

experience that students may or may not be satisfied with. They cannot learn enough about different cultures, and their language 

skills will not improve that much. So, at least a year is needed for the students to step out of their comfort zone and grow up.

What is the education policy of this school ?
 We want to make “Samurais who speak English fluently”. As a premise, we want our students to do more than just improve 

their English ability. We want them to have a deep understanding of Japanese culture and to have pride in being Japanese, 

which they can pass on to future generations. The students of IGHS will be able to say “I am Japanese” with confidence by the 

end of their time at school.

Why does the school name contain “Global” ?
 Mainly because the name attracts people’s attention and the word “Global” has a big appeal in Japanese society.

What is the meaning of students studying abroad in a severe environment alone for one year ?
 To promote the sociability of students so they don’t have difficulty in the future. By studying abroad alone in high 

school, toughness to survive in a severe environment will be necessary, and they will be able to understand other 

people’s feelings. Studying abroad alone will build character, and students will acquire the power to unlock their future.

Why did you decide to teach at this school ?
 I saw great possibility in both students and teachers. It is a school that is trying to think about education, not based 

on grades but the principles of education. I felt that the education in this school is ideal, and is not available in other 

schools.

What kind of English do you want the students to acquire ?
 I want the students to gain English that is beneficial for each of them. Everyone is different so it is up to the students 

to decide what to learn at school and during their time abroad.

  EDITOR’S NOTES     We did everything, from the beginning to the end and really enjoyed the process. Translating was interesting, but it was not easy. This pamphlet 

is the fruits of our efforts and we appreciate the cooperation of our teachers and fellow students. By participating and making the pamphlet, we were able to consider the 

details of our school. It was also difficult translating all the information in a way foreign readers would clearly understand. 

 Taking part as a leader of this project was a really good experience for me; I was able to find my forte and test my English ability and leadership skills. To all of the members, 

it was like working in an editorial department; we experienced how hard it is to create media. I really want to thank the teachers for letting me do this project. Finally, thank 

you for taking the time to read this pamphlet.

G1

G2 New Zealand

English ability is 
gradually improving

G1

G2 New Zealand
IGHS’s teachers visit 
student’s homestay

Young Americans

Canada

Canada

Summer Vacation

Leave Japan, nervous 
and excited

G1

G2 New Zealand
Cebu Island training course
 ➡ Study for IELTS, TOEFL

Getting ready for 
studying abroad

G1

G2 New Zealand
Leaving soon, treasure time
with host family and friends

Canada
School starts after Labor Day

Dream Camp for 11 days
(English Camps for 5 days)
 ➡ We did activities like farming
      and staging a play in English

G1
G3

G2 New Zealand

Christchurch training course (2 weeks)
 ➡ Meet each other/ Share what they did

School Festival 
“Ikushusai”

G1
G3

G2 New Zealand
Singapore training course
 ➡ Fieldwork/ Homestay
      with 2~3 students

Canada
Leaving soon, treasure time 
with host family and friends

Special Lessons

Seminar
 Seminar classes have the goal of the “Creation of a 

New Value” for society, and each student takes 

part in the seminar they are interested in. Every 

person has an awareness of issues specific to their 

seminar and researches about the concept of the 

seminar by working together with people from 

outside of school like university students, 

companies, and regional organizations. 

NIE (Newspaper in Education)

 By having an interest in subjects concerning 

currents events, students work to improve their 

ability to discuss issues in depth. Students read 

newspapers, choose and state their opinions. 

2 hours a week, the G1 and G3 students have 

discussions together. At the end of lessons, the 

teacher summarizes the contents and the opinions 

of students are debated.

 Seminar and NIE are lessons that are unique to 

IGHS. For the G1 students, it is an intensive training 

for studying abroad. In G2 these skills are practiced 

and are able to be used academically in G3. Both 

seminar and NIE is training for when we enter society.

Entrance Ceremony G1
G3

Sports Festival
➡ Perform HAKA
     (remade every year)

Narita Airport

Global High School Students
Dream Camp

Graduation Ceremony

We study the construction 
of English sentences

We learn English Grammar 
in Japanese

We learn Japan’s traditional martial arts 
like Judo and Kendo

Native English teachers teach us, and 
we can only use English in class

It’s quite short…

Entrance Ceremony

Sports Festival

Sports Festival (Perform HAKA)

Cebu Island

That 
was 
busy!

※ G = Grade

July

December

January

September

Summer

time!

Canada
Halloween!   Trick or Treat!

Canada
Study for IELTS
Christmas!

ALL STUDENTS GO BACK 
TO JAPAN

Welcome

 back!

Let’s go!

March ~ May

June ~ August

September ~ November

December ~ February

Japan has 4 seasons

April May

November

Term 1 April ~ July February ~ April September ~ January

Term 2 September ~ December April ~ July February ~ June

Term 3 January ~ March July ~ September -

Term 4 - October ~ December -

Japan New Zealand CanadaSTUDENT’S
SCHEDULE
STUDENT’S
SCHEDULE


